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asked for my discharge. I am daily awaiting the
answer and then shall retire for the rest of my days to
Silesia and never see Berlin or the court again. It is
unheard-of the way they treat us military.

The request for discharge from the service was
respectfully, even humbly, worded. Perhaps
Bliicher remembered in his old age the long years
of sorrow that had come from the arrogant wording
of his similar request to Frederick the Great,
nearly half a century before.

Since peace is entirely concluded [Blucher's letter to
Frederick William began], I hope and pray that your
royal Majesty will have no further conflicts to wage.
The years have so rolled up upon me that I no longer
deem myself competent for a campaign. Therefore I
must fulfil my long-cherished determination of serv-
ing only so long as my inner consciousness tells me
that I can do justice to all my obligations. So I
humbly ask for my discharge.

He was mentally in an evil turmoil in these days.
Rightly or wrongly he felt that the two toilsome
campaigns had been in vain. He took to gaming
more fiercely than ever; but did not win as in the
happier Palais Royal days. On the contrary his
friend Eisenhart, whose memoirs have only recently
been published, records that he lost large sums
of money. He told Eisenhart that he did not
care; that he was gambling only out of despera-
tion; that the "gentlemen of the pen" were to
blame for everything and were ruining all that the